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Some might call it ironic, others might call it providential. Here we are, a little over two weeks before our national elections and what is our liturgy asking us to reflect upon? Power and Service.

In today’s first reading, God tells Cyrus, the anointed king, about what power can do and where it comes from: I am the LORD and there is no other, there is no God besides me. This Lord is willing to subdue nations for Cyrus, make kings serve him; open doors for him. But Cyrus, and by extension his people, must know, clearly, that the power has been given---not deserved.  
Cyrus’s anointing is for the sake of others.
And Jesus?  In what might be called in contemporary jargon, a   town meeting, in today’s Gospel, Jesus is set up by disciples of the Pharisees. They first use flattery soon followed by, what they thought was irrefutable logic. 
Then, Jesus speaks his own thoughts on power, and on its step-child, abusive law.  He surprises them and gives them what they don’t expect---honesty: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” And, in that, he sets up a new standard of relationship---one they were not used to experiencing. 

Jesus sets up new realities, which even to this day, pull us up short. 

He looks at reality through a new lens. This new lens gives him the perspective of the One whom he calls “Abba”. 
And, because of that:




The blind see




The deaf hear

The poor are rich 




The sorrowful are happy




And the dead are raised to new life

The emphasis of our world on Caesar’s power seldom connects with God’s perspective. 
Jesus’ tirade against the religious leaders of his day was

 not primarily caused by  their vain and self-serving actions, but by what they were not doing, by their refusal to see and hear and respond to what should have been their essential goals—justice, mercy, compassion.

Power can look away from these unpleasant matters and tell one that there is no need to choose that narrow road. There are risks on that road!
Power should be a means. But, all sorts of things can get in the way of that noble motive---personal popularity, “staying the course”, avoiding risk and change at all costs---until power becomes an end that needs to be served. The time spent preserving one’s power is not spent on what one was elected to do with that power.
How do we prevent ourselves from falling into that distraction? 
Two ways are always open to us as Christians and they are called the two great commandments---Love of God and love of neighbor---simultaneously.

We are fortunate to have a charism that takes us out of ourselves for the sake of the Gospel. It is a charism that reminds us that we are vulnerable in our person but invincible in the focus of our goal. And, in this, our lives become eucharistic. Stories are told, bread and wine are shared and old boundaries dissolve. 
In fact, boundaries are pushed back so far, it looks like we and the possibilities out there are boundless! 
We are ushered into the age of the Spirit, where all is seen as one and we are open to all. We do not talk in terms of “Caesar” or “God” because all are one in our God. We do not talk in terms of either “body” or “soul” because we know that we are beings permeated with the very life of God.
In other words, we Dominicans have to fight against an old Albigensianism-made new. This is the one heresy that seems never to leave town! It gets resurrected in each generation because it makes us feel that we are in control.
For our benefit, Jesus transformed power into service and love. This now becomes our mission and our power.  
Now we can welcome, in the name of love, the vulnerabilities living in these uncertain times bring.  
And we can accept the risks and dangers that come with powerlessness.
So, let us continue to serve with our eyes wide open to reality.
 Let us witness to the world that “There is nothing we do not dare to do”. It is then that we will “Lead for Mission.”
